KEYPOINT REVISION FILE: HITLER AND NAZI GERMANY, 1919-1939
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GERMANY IN DEFEAT THE TREATY OF VERSAILLES
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BACKGROUND

By November 1918 Germany was facing certain defeat, there were strikes, riots and food shortages in German cities and the allies were pushing the army back. On November 8 the Kaiser fled to Holland and a new Provisional Government took over. They had no choice but to seek peace. An armistice was agreed and the Germans were promised fair treatment.

Many Germans thought that the new government had betrayed them and that all the sacrifices of the war had been for nothing. Extreme nationalists claimed that the German army could have fought on. (The “Stab in the Back myth “) By agreeing to the armistice and by signing the Treaty of Versailles the new government was associated with defeat and humiliation.

· The Kaiser fled in November 1918. He was responsible for the war but the new government had to make peace. They were blamed for Versailles.

· The allies did not invade Germany. This made it easier to spread the lie that the army and the country had been betrayed - rather than defeated.

· The Allied blockade was still causing shortages, riots and strikes. Communists were setting up councils of soldiers and workers. All over Germany there was chaos.

· At the time of the armistice Germany was promised that the peace treaty would be based on Wilson’s 14 Points. This promise was not kept.

· The Germans were not allowed to take part in the discussions about the treaty - they were told they had to sign or face invasion by the allies.

· The German army was reduced to 100,000 men. No tanks, no air forces and no submarines. This left Germany almost totally defenceless against other states.

· Alsace-Lorainne was returned to France, all German colonies were taken away, Poland was given German territory and the Rhineland was demilitarised.

· Germany had to accept all blame for the war and pay REPARATIONS of £6.6 billion to compensate the allies for war damage.

· Germans were very bitter about the treaty. Only Germany was disarmed. Germans were denied national self-determination. They felt shamed by the war guilt clause.

· Extreme nationalists used the widespread feeling against Versailles to undermine democracy in Germany.

HOMEWORK HELPSHEET / REVISION FILE

THREATS TO DEMOCRACY 1919-1923
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BACKGROUND

When the Kaiser fled a new Provisional Government was formed led by Ebert, leader of the Social Democratic Party (SPD). Riots in Berlin forced the new government to meet in the small town of Weimar to draw up a constitution. Ebert believed the Allies would treat Germany better if they had a democratic government. The new constitution gave Germans many new rights.

There were extremist groups in Germany who wanted to seize power by force. On the extreme right there were those who claimed the new government had betrayed Germany. On the left communists thought the time was right for revolution in Germany. Democracy had a difficult start in Germany and although it survived it did not fully recover from the early setbacks.

· In January 1919 communists in Berlin calling themselves Spartacists tried to overthrow the government. Karl Liebknecht and Rosa Luxemburg led them.

· Spartacist took over the main streets and public buildings in Berlin. Ebert was taken prisoner but was released when he promised to meet their demands.

· Ebert called on the army to put down the rebellion but they refused. Many officers were opposed to the new government.

· Ebert was forced to ask the leaders of the Freikorps for help. These were bands of ex-soldiers who held on to their weapons and continued to follow their officers.

· From Jan 6-13 bloody street battles raged in Berlin. The well-armed Freikorps units killed thousands of communists and executed their leaders. The revolt was over.

· In 1923 when the French had invaded the Ruhr and inflation was at its worst Adolf Hitler made his first bid for power. He led an armed uprising in Bavaria.

· Hitler intended to overthrow the Bavarian government and then organise a March on Berlin. He was convinced that the army and the people would support him.

· At a meeting in Munich’s largest Beerhall Hitler and a group of armed Nazis took members of the Bavarian government as hostages.

· The next day Hitler and his supporters marched through Munich on their way to army barracks. Police and troops stopped them. Eleven people were killed.

· Hitler was put on trial and sentenced to 5 years. He only served 9 months. He decided from then on to use legal methods to gain power.

HOMEWORK HELPSHEET / REVISION FILE

HYPERINFLATION 1923 
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BACKGROUND

In 1919 the German economy was in ruins. The war had cost millions of marks and the allies demanded that Germany pay Reparations of 6.6 billion pounds. Germany had also lost important industrial areas at Versailles. There was a trade depression after the war, many businesses in Germany were forced to close and there was high unemployment.

The German government was unable to raise enough money to pay its bills and decided to print more. This got out of hand and resulted in hyperinflation.

1914 $1 = 4 marks 1922 $1 = 256 marks 1923 $1 = 4,200,000,000,000,000 marks.

German money was worthless and this ruined the lives of many people in Germany.

· German industry came to a halt and unemployment soared. When the Germans were unable to pay Reparations the French army invaded the Ruhr to force them to pay.

· People lost their life savings and were forced to sell their valuables to buy food. Workers wives had to take suitcases to work to collect their wages twice a day.

· Middle class people on monthly salaries suffered because pay could not keep up with price rises. Any investments they had became worthless.

· Old age pensioners, disabled people and the unemployed who were on fixed incomes faced starvation because they did not have enough to buy food.

· Not everyone lost out. People who had borrowed money found it easy to repay in worthless marks. Some businessmen made fortunes in this way.

· Trade with other countries became impossible and Germany was unable to pay for imports of food and other necessary products.

· The hyperinflation finally came to an end when the Americans agreed to lend money to Germany (The Dawes Plan). In 1924 the French pulled out of the Ruhr.

· A new German currency was issued and it was to be controlled by an independent central bank. This, together with large American loans, brought back stability.

· Between 1924 and 1929 Germany was led by Gustav Stresseman who restored Germany’s international reputation. This led to economic recovery 1924-29.

· Middle class people and workers lost faith in the Weimar Republic and voted for parties such as the Nazis or communists. This weakened democracy in Germany.

HOMEWORK HELPSHEET / REVISION FILE

THE NAZI RISE TO POWER 1930-33 
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BACKGROUND

In 1929 the Wall Street Crash in America caused a worldwide depression. Unemployment in Germany rose from under 2 million to over 6 million between 1930 and 1932. Many Germans turned to extreme political parties such as the Communists and the Nazis who claimed they could solve Germany’s problems. Both parties wanted to end democracy.

The German people were deeply divided and the government seemed unable to do anything about Germany’s economic problems. These conditions gave Hitler his chance to gain power. By a combination of legal methods, violence and propaganda which often played on people’s fears. He became Chancellor in 1933, but he did not gain a majority of votes in free elections.

· In 1928 the Nazis had 28 seats in the Reichstag. BY 1932 they had 230 seats. The communists increased from 54 to 100 seats. Extremist parties were gaining ground.

· People supported Hitler because they feared communism. They believed his promises that he would be a strong leader who would make Germany great again.

· The government and the democratic parties could not agree on how to deal with Germany’s problems. There were four elections between 1930 and 1932.

· Many people lost faith in democracy - politicians seemed only interested in squabbling amongst themselves rather than tackling the economic crisis.

· Nazi propaganda was very effective. It blamed the communists and Jews for Germany’s problems and presented Hitler as the strong leader Germany needed.

· Nazi stormtroopers were used to attack the meetings of opposition parties during election campaigns. Violence and the murder of opponents were deliberate tactics.

· The Nazis had control of the police in Prussia, Germany’s largest state. Opponents were arrested on false charges and the police ignored the violence of the SA.

· Hitler had the support of big business; they thought he would prevent Germany becoming communist. They provided the money Hitler needed to fight elections.

· Hitler was a popular and charismatic public speaker. He attracted a lot of support from the middle class, women and young people. He would tell any lie to gain votes.

· No party could govern Germany without Nazi support. Hitler’s price was that he should be made Chancellor. In January 1933 the President agreed to his demands.

HOMEWORK HELPSHEET / REVISION FILE

THE TREATMENT OF OPPOSITION 
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BACKGROUND

When Hitler became Chancellor he was determined to set up a one-party state with himself as dictator. In Feb 1933 the Reichstag building was set on fire. A communist named Marius van der Lubbe was blamed, but it was probably a Nazi plot. Hitler used this as an excuse to set up his dictatorship in Germany. This process was called “Gleichschaltung “meaning coordination.

Quite simply this meant destroying all opposition and Nazi control of all aspects of daily life in

Germany. Opposition became almost impossible - spies and secret police (GESTAPO) were everywhere and the new Nazi courts punished any one who spoke against the Nazis. Even

Hitler’s own supporters were dealt with ruthlessly if he thought they were a threat to his power.

· After the Reichstag fire the communist party was banned, its leaders imprisoned or killed and its newspapers, offices and property destroyed or taken over by the Nazis

· The Enabling Law, March 1933 - this allowed Hitler to make new laws without asking the Reichstag. This effectively ended democratic government in Germany.

· In April 1933 local government was abolished and Nazi governors ran the states of Germany. Trade Unions were banned in May 1933.

· In July 1933 Hitler introduced a law making Germany a one-party state. All political parties except the Nazis were banned.

· Special “Peoples Courts” were set up in May 1933. All judges had to be Nazis. Thousands of opponents were arrested and sent to concentration camps.

· Newspapers, radio, cinema, theatre, book publishing and music were all brought under the control of Joseph Goebbels Ministry of Propaganda.

· Night of the Long Knives, June 1934. Leaders of the SA were murdered on Hitler’s orders. He thought their leader Ernst Rohm was a threat to him.

· All people who wanted jobs in the civil service or the police or as judges had to be members of the Nazi party.

· Some church leaders spoke out against Nazi persecution of the Jews and - they were dealt with harshly. There was no organized church opposition

· The Fuhrer Principle - Germany was to be ruled by Hitler who had total power in all matters. Any one who opposed this could be executed.

HOMEWORK HELPSHEET / REVISION FILE

PROPAGANDA 
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BACKGROUND

Hitler not only wanted political control of Germany - he also wanted to control what people thought. In 1933 he set up a MINISTRY OF INFORMATION AND PROPAGANDA. Joseph Goebbels was in charge and he set about making sure that all books, newspapers, radio programmes, films, plays and other entertainments put across Nazi ideas.

There was no escape from the endless stream of propaganda. In the home, at school or work and in all public places Nazi propaganda was present. Every method was used to make sure no-one could escape seeing or hearing Nazi ideas. The main message was that Hitler was the saviour of Germany and it was the duty of every German to obey him without question.

· Everyone who worked in the arts, music, films etc, had to join the Nazi Artists organisation. Many talented people left Germany in the 1930s.

· All books, films, plays paintings and music, which the Nazis considered un-German, were banned. This included most modern art and all works by Jews.

· All news was censored. Germans were only told what the Nazis wanted them to know. Listening to foreign radio stations was severely punished.

· Radio was an important way of spreading propaganda. Loudspeakers were put up in public places. It was compulsory to listen to Hitler’s speeches.

· Posters and adverts were placed in all public places and newspapers. These usually told people to hate the Jews, to support Nazi policies, and to obey Hitler.

· Cinemas had to show propaganda films of Hitler and other Nazi leaders. Other films showed the Jews as evil enemies and the Nazis as heroes who would save Germany.

· Children’s books and teaching in schools and universities had to include Nazi propaganda - often this was about Hitler’s racist ideas.

· All over Germany there were parades and marches by Nazi organizations. These were to demonstrate the strength and popularity of the Nazis.

· Above all the main message of Nazi propaganda was that Hitler was the saviour of Germany and should be obeyed at all times.

· Anyone who criticized propaganda or did not listen to radio broadcasts risked being arrested. Children were questioned in school about whether their parents listened.

HOMEWORK HELPSHEET / REVISION FILE

EDUCATION AND YOUTH ORGANISATIONS  
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BACKGROUND

Hitler intended his Third Reich to last for a thousand years. It was very important to him that young people should become dedicated Nazis. Every opportunity was used to indoctrinate young people. They would be the soldiers in the war that Hitler planned and they had to be prepared to sacrifice their lives. Education in nurseries, schools and universities was immediately taken over by the Nazis. Even this was not enough to create the kind of young Germans Hitler wanted. Boys had to be prepared for the army and girls had to learn to be good wives and mothers. All youth organizations in Germany were replaced byTHE HITLER YOUTH for boys and THE LEAGUE OF GERMAN MAIDENS for girls.

· All teachers had to join the Nazi Teachers League and attend special training courses. All subjects and books that the Nazis disagreed with were replaced.

· All lessons had to begin with a salute to Hitler and a large picture of him dominated every classroom. Political education was introduced as a school subject.

· Teachers humiliated Jewish children and racial hygiene was taught to spread racist ideas. Children were told that Germans were the Master Race.

· Nazi officials who would question pupils about their teachers often visited schools. Teachers would get young children to report things their parents said.

· The German Minister of Education gave a clear statement of the Nazi view of education when he said “The whole purpose of education is to create good Nazis.”

· In 1936 it became compulsory for all boys to join the Hitler Youth. Only those of pure German blood could join. Parents could be prosecuted for refusing to let their children join.

· The Hitler Youth was organized along military lines - uniforms, drill, marching and weapons training were given. There were also camps and parades, sports etc.

· Young people were made to feel important and swore an oath to die for the Fuhrer. Most activities were exciting but they also had to listen to long political lectures.

· Girls were expected to take part in exercise and learn domestic skills so that they would become good wives and mothers. It was their duty to marry and have children.

· Hitler was often photographed surrounded by young people. He wanted to be identified with the image of a new young Germany.

HOMEWORK HELPSHEET / REVISION FILE

WOMEN IN NAZI GERMANY
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BACKGROUND

When the Nazis came to power in 1933 the lives of German women quickly changed. During the time of the Weimar government women had enjoyed equal rights. Many women had entered higher education and had successful professional careers as doctors, teachers, lawyers etc. Hitler was determined to change all this. Men and women would have very different and clearly defined roles in the new Germany which he planned to create. He argued that for the German woman ‘her world is her husband, her family, her children and her home’. Women were central to Hitler’s plans to increase the German population and create an Aryan Volkgemeinschaft – a racially pure Germany.
· As soon as the Nazis came to power thousands of women in professional jobs were dismissed and the number of women at university was greatly reduced.

· In 1933 Marriage loans were introduced to encourage couples to marry and have children. If a couple had four children repayment of the loan was cancelled. Single people and childless couples were taxed more.

· Women who had a lot of children were honoured with the Mother’s Cross. Only families with four children were officially allowed to be called a family. Abortion and contraception were banned and those who broke the law could be executed. Unmarried women often had children and there was no longer any shame attached to illegitimacy.
· The age of motherhood for Aryan women was reduced to sixteen. Divorce was made easier if one of the partners was infertile. The Lebensborn programme encouraged unmarried women to have a child by ‘racially pure’ SS men.

· Girls were taught from a young age that it was their duty to have as many children as possible. Schools and the Hitler Youth concentrated on activities which prepared girls to be wives and mothers. The Nazi Women’s League led by Gertrude Scholz-Klink promoted Nazi ideas.
· Propaganda reinforced Nazi ideas on racial purity and images of the ideal Aryan family. Schools, youth organisations and the League of German Women constantly reminded women of their duty to have children.
· Aryan women were only allowed to marry Aryan men to prevent ‘racial pollution’. Women who were racially ‘impure’ or who had hereditary illness were forcibly sterilized.
· The Nazis tried to stop women following fashions. Make-up and wearing trousers was frowned upon, and hair was ‘expected’ to be in certain styles. An arrangement in a bun or in plaits was permitted, but dyed or permed hair was not.
· Slimming was discouraged because being slim was not thought to be good for childbearing. Girls were forced to take part in sport and physical exercise programmes to keep them fit and healthy for childbearing
· When the war started all of the policies towards women workers were cast away because there was a shortage of workers. Millions of women were forced back to work against their will.
HOMEWORK HELPSHEET / REVISION FILE

THE NAZI ECONOMY
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BACKGROUND

Hitler had no clear economic theory. He wanted to reduce unemployment to keep popular support, introduce a degree of state control and direction, make Germany self sufficient and increase and rearm the German armed forces in preparation for war. He believed the only long term solution to Germany’s problems was the conquest of ‘Lebensraum’ which would provide the land and resources for the survival of the German people.

By 1932 over 30 per cent of the German workforce was unemployed. In the 1933 Election campaign, Hitler promised that if he gained power he would abolish unemployment. He was lucky in that the German economy was just beginning to recover when he came into office. However, the policies that Hitler introduced did help to reduce the number of people unemployed in Germany.
· Hitler stopped paying reparations and invested money in German industry. There was a massive increase in military spending which created jobs in armaments and many men were conscripted into the armed forces.

· Thousands of jobs were created by public works such as autobahns, new schools, hospitals, houses and government buildings.

· Jobs were also created in the car industry and the production of radios. The Nazis also increased the number of people directly employed by the government.

· Women, Jews and opponents of the Nazis were forced out of work and over 500,000 people were imprisoned in concentration camps. Unemployment was further reduced by the introduction of National Labour Service.

· Workers were kept under control by the abolition of trade unions and the setting up of the Nazi controlled German Labour Front (DAF). The Strength through Joy organization (KdF) provided cheap holidays, sporting and cultural activities for workers. The Beauty of Labour movement tried to improve working conditions and facilities
· In 1937 economic targets were set out in Goring’s Four Year Plan. This was designed to prepare Germany for war. Arms production was increased and there was a drive towards self-sufficiency (autarky). Imports were reduced and substitutes for raw materials such as oil and rubber were developed. Farmers were encouraged to produce more food.
· The Four Year Plan did succeed in increasing food production and imports were cut but Germany was a long way from being self-sufficient.

· When war broke out in 1939 the German economy was not yet operating at full capacity. The production of armaments in 1943 was greater than that of 1939.

· The wartime economy became heavily reliant on forced labour and resources from conquered territories. Despite these new resources the Germans were unable to keep up with the armaments production of their enemies. Allied bombing and the advance of the Soviets deprived Germany of vital war resources.
· By 1943 faced with the combined resources of Britain, Russia and the USA there was no possibility of German output keeping up with the Allies. Although the war continued for another two years the defeat of Germany was inevitable.
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THE PERSECUTION OF THE JEWS
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BACKGROUND

Hitler’s greatest obsession was his hatred of the Jews. He believed that the people of the world could be divided into superior and inferior races. At the top were the Arayans or Nordic Europeans of which the Germans were the purest form (The Master Race). At the bottom were those of “mixed blood” - Slavs, Gypsies and lowest of all the Jews.

Hitler believed there was a plot by Jewish businessmen and communists to take over Germany. The Nazis saw it as their duty to destroy Germany’s racial enemies and when they came to power they began to persecute Jews and make laws against them. This finally resulted in the Holocaust. After 1941 over 6 million men, women and children were exterminated

· In his book “Mein Kampf “Hitler blamed the Jews for Germany’s defeat in WWI and claimed they had invented communism to take over the world.

· When they came to power the Nazis began to terrorise Jews, attack synagogues and boycott Jewish shops and businesses.

· In 1933 anti Jewish laws were introduced - Jews could not be civil servants or lawyers and Jewish doctors could not work in state hospitals.

· Joseph Goebbels banned Jews from working in the arts or the media and Jews were not allowed to own newspapers.

· The Nuremberg Laws 1935 - Jews were forbidden to marry or have sexual relations with Germans. They could not be German citizens or vote.

· Arayanisation Laws 1937 - Jews were forced to sell their businesses and property to Germans at very low prices or it would be confiscated.

· KRISTALLNACHT 9-10 Nov 1938 - The Nazis organized attacks on Jewish homes, shops and synagogues. Over 100 Jews were killed.

· In 1938 Jewish doctors and dentists were forbidden to treat non-Jewish patients. Anti Jewish propaganda increased.

· Jewish children were banned from state schools. Jews could not use cinemas, parks, swimming pools, and theatres or join clubs and societies.

· In the 1930s thousands of Jews, the lucky ones, fled from Germany to Britain, the USA and other parts of Europe.

· After the Wansee Conference in January 1942, the Nazis began the extermination of millions of Jews in Eastern Europe. This was ‘The Final Solution’. Death camps such as Auschwitz and Treblinka were used to gas and incinerate the bodies of Jewish men, women and children from all over Nazi occupied Europe.
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