Revision Nat 5 Modern Studies – Prelim version

Democracy in Scotland

	Local Council – Renfrewshire Council
	Scottish Parliament – devolved powers
	UK Parliament – reserved powers

	Day to day running of Schools-building repairs

Leisure-Refurbishment to Dollan Baths
Local roads – gritting and repair of pot holes

Social Services 

Housing
	Education- exam system Nat 4 / 5

Curriculum for Excellence

Health and NHS Scotland – hospital waiting times. 

Crime and Law – prisons, courts and police.   

Economic Development
	Defence – UK Military in Afghanistan 

Foreign Affairs – UK negotiations of Russian invasion of Crimea.

Social Security/benefits-Child Benefit 

Immigration


In a democracy people can participate (take part) in a range of ways:
	joining a political party e.g. SNP, paying your membership and actively supporting them

	attending political meetings


	helping a candidate during the campaign eg putting up posters, handing out leaflets


	Vote in elections



	canvassing with a candidate in the local area to gain more support for your candidate


	Contributing financially to an election campaign.


	Standing as a candidate e.g. in Council elections. 

	Join a pressure group e.g. Scottish Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament 




Why vote:
	The government spends your tax money, so you should have your say in how it is spent. For example, Scotland did not vote in favour of the conservatives. However, they were elected and can therefore introduce taxes such as the bedroom tax, which many Scots have criticised. This is not a devolved power, therefore, this decision still links with the Westminster parliament.


	It gives you credibility – if we don’t vote, our opinions might not matter to decision makers. Voting can actually give you the credibility to make your concerns a top priority for legislators.


	Free and fair voting is a right which not everyone has around the world

	The Government makes many important decisions which affect our day to day lives including how much Tax we will pay and what wars we are involved in (e.g. table above). For example, our involvement in fighting ISIS and our decision and support of the refugee crisis.


	Low turnout might allow an unrepresentative government into power. For example, a government who does not best represent your views.


	Failure to vote might allow extremist parties to win seats in Parliament e.g. BNP



	If you don’t vote you do not have the right to complain that decision makers are not doing a good job. One person’s vote could make a change to the overall result.


	People in the past fought for this fundamental right. Voters today should respect this fact.


	A democracy only works properly if people vote. For example, it is your responsibility to turn out and vote.


Pressure Groups

	Rights
	Responsibilities 

	· To set up your own Pressure Group

· To organise marches and demonstrations

· Have letter writing campaigns to politicians/papers

· To organise petitions

· To recruit members

· To criticise the government 
	· Not to tells lies, slander or libel others to try and strengthen your argument. 

· Inform the police prior to any marches or rallies. This enables the police to plan and have enough officers available and to close routes.

· To act within the law when taking action over an issue e.g. marchers don’t riot and destroy or vandalise property or attack police.  

· To represent members’ views. Members would be let down if their views are ignored.


Pressure Group Methods
	To protest outside public/government buildings. This may attract media attention and get more support e.g. Protests against nuclear weapons at the Faslane naval base


	To lobby MPs/MSPs/Councillors generally or specifically the Government – write / email / phone / go to see them about the issue e.g. a proposed school closure. 


	To set up a petition, perhaps on the internet, to allow the public to show support for your issue e.g. The Robert Burns World Federation has an online petition on the Scottish Parliament petitions site campaigning for the Government to rename Prestwick Airport as Robert Burns International Airport. 



	To demonstrate, in 2016 supporters of Scottish independence including members of ‘Yes Scotland’ group demonstrated in George Square, Glasgow. This put pressure on the government to give more powers to the devolved Scottish Parliament
	To take court action. In 2012 the Scottish Whiskey Association took the Scottish government to the European court to delay the introduction of the Minimum Alcohol Pricing policy.
	To hold a public meeting. People in East Kilbride are holding a meeting to campaing against the closure of the tax office which will reduce the number of jobs in East Kilbride significantly.


Crime and Law

	Types of Crime
	Sexual assault – rape, child sexual abuse and prostitution related crimes. 


	Crimes of Dishonesty – housebreaking, car theft, shoplifting and fraud. 



	Non- sexual crimes of violence – homicide (murder) attempted murder, assault, armed robbery
	Crimes against property – Fire raising, vandalism


	Others – drug crime




	Who commits crime? Statistics show that some groups of people are more likely to commit crime than others. 


	Young - The peak age for committing crime is 19 and 20 for males and 26-30 for females. For minor crimes (e.g. breach of the peace and shop lifting) the peak age is even lower. This could be linked to the influence of peer pressure. 



	Male - The majority of crime (80%) is committed by men. Almost all violent crime such as murder and serious assault are committed by men. 


	Living in an urban (city) area - Most crime happens in urban areas. City centres at weekends or in poorer housing areas. This links to Robert Merton’s theory that those with the least opportunity (living in deprived areas) are most likely to commit crime. 




Victims of crime - Some groups are more likely to be a victim. 

	Gender - The risk of being a victim of any crime was very slightly higher. 4% of males experienced violent crime in 2011-12 compared to only 2% of women.


	Age - Young people face higher risks of crime than older people. 26% of 16-24 year olds were victims of crime but only 9% of 60+. The risk of being a victim of violent crime was 7% for 16-24 year olds compared with 1% of over 60 years. This links to the fact that more young people are committing crime which outs them at risk. 




	When and where crime happens?
	63% of all property crimes took place immediately outside the home. Violent crime happens in or around a pub, bar or club (22%) and in or near the victim's place of work (19%). Half of all property crime (51%) took place on a weekday and 36% took place at the weekend. In contrast, 57% of violent crime took place at the weekend.




The causes of crime 

	The nature argument - Some criminologists believe that it is in the nature of some people to commit crime’ - they are ‘born bad’. There is evidence to suggest that some people are naturally more likely to commit crime. Some people who commit crime are more likely to get angry or have no empathy.
	The nurture argument

The nurture argument suggests that factors in society such as poverty, family, peer pressure and use of alcohol/drugs make some people more likely to commit crime. For example, recent crime statistics show that crime happens more often in poorer areas (e.g. theft) and is committed more often by people from poor backgrounds

Nurture - Family relationships - Studies have shown that many criminals have experienced a deprived childhood. A key factor is ‘poor parenting’ (children out late and unsupervised, parents do not spend time with children) and/or where the parents have problems in their own lives (e.g. alcohol dependency or family break-up/divorce). When parents do not spend enough time with children this can affect their self-esteem. Low self-esteem means a child is less likely to care about the consequences of crime. Nurture - Peer Pressure – Another reason to explain crime is peer pressure. This is when someone does something they normally wouldn’t because of the influence of others. It is particularly prevalent among teenagers. Teenagers are often pressurised into crimes such as carrying knives, getting into fights and underage drinking. 

Alcohol - People can sometimes commit crime due to the influence of alcohol. Drinking too much alcohol can make people aggressive and cause them to forget about the consequences of crime. 22% of violent crime takes place outside pubs/ bars and clubs .Other cause of crime: Drugs and Violent TV / Movies / Games


The Police Service

	Role of the Scottish Police Service is to:


	To protect people and property
	To maintain public order

	To stop law breaking, arrest and bring to court those who do
	To help people in trouble or in need of information and advice
	Specialist branches include: dog handling, drug division, armed response units, traffic division and CID (detective division).


	The powers of the police
	Arrest - they must have reasonable grounds to suspect that someone has committed an offence or is going to do so e.g. murder, robbery, theft and offences related to drugs
	stop and search

They do not have the general power to search you. They can search you and your bag if they have grounds for suspecting that they will find drugs, stolen or prohibited articles.




The police try to reduce crime by:

	Arresting suspects.


	Promoting crime prevention campaigns such as “Neighbourhood Watch”, “No knives, better lives”

knife amnesties / beat doorstep crime campaign


	Visiting schools. Some schools have “campus” officers who try to get to know pupils and steer them clear of trouble. Educating people on the consequences of crime



	By having foot patrol officers “on the beat”.
	Carry out investigations, interview witnesses, process evidence. Role of CID.
	Highly visible presence at public events, eg football games and protests




Impact of Crime
	Individuals: A crime has a range of effects on its victims and their families. Those affected may be hurt emotionally (their feelings – anger, fear, upset), physically (their body) or financially (the cost in terms of money).  The effects are much worse if the crime involves violence. Victims may be unable to work due to physical injury or mental / emotional impact. Everyone has to pay more in car/home insurance if there is a rise in these crimes - insurance companies pass on costs. 


	Business: Crimes such as shoplifting and fraud cost businesses in the UK billions of pounds each year. In 2012, the cost of business crime in Scotland was over £5 billion. To combat these crimes businesses are:

· Employing more security guards

· Using ‘anti-theft tags’

· Increased use of CCTV 

Online crime is an increasing problem. Internet crime mainly involves thieves stealing highly confidential business information. UK companies such as banks, insurance companies and energy suppliers have been the victims of internet crime. A third of all crime relating to business is connected to the internet. Police Scotland has set up special internet crime units. Working alongside businesses, the Scottish Business Crime Centre aims to use the latest ICT security technology to catch internet thieves. 

Please note that businesses can claim for stolen stock through their insurance. However once a claim has been made insurance costs will most likely go up the following year. This will have a financial impact on business. 

A business’s reputation may also be damaged by crime. Customers may be reluctant to visit a shop/restaurant that has experienced crime. For example Amarone restaurant in Glasgow faced an 8 hour siege over a bomb threat in 2012. 


	Government: 
The overall cost of crime in Scotland and the UK runs into billions of pounds. Everyone pays for this :

1. Cost of the police service to catch criminals – TAX

2. Cost of court services to prosecute criminals –TAX

3. Cost of prisons / alternatives to prison and services such as the probation service – TAX




The Courts sentence criminals NOT the police
	COURTS
	Types of Crime

	    Maximum Sentence
	Who decides guilt?

	The High Court
	Serious: murder, rape, robbery
	Life imprisonment or unlimited fines
	Jury

	The Sherriff Court
	Serious and minor offences e.g. theft & serious driving offences           
	Jail sentence of up to two years or unlimited fine (if Jury Court)            
	Jury (or in some cases Sheriff alone)

	Justice of the Peace Courts (Old District Courts)
	Minor offences: failure to pay fines, minor assaults, thefts.
        
	Jail sentence of up to 60days imprisonment and fines
	Justice of the Peace

	Sentencing – prisons and alternatives to prison


	The Judge decides on the actual sentence in a court case once the jury has decided the person is guilty.  


	
	


Scottish Prisons 
	Details
	Positives
	Problems

	Her Majesty’s Prison (HMP) Greenock and HMP Barlinnie hold a mixture of long and short-term adult males. 

HMP Kilmarnock and HMP Addiewell, are privately operated. 

HMP Castle Huntly is Scotland’s only ‘open prison’.
	Generally a good standard to care e.g. accommodation, food and medicinal care. 

Regular exercise.

Some work and exercise opportunities.

Education courses. 

Successful in holding the vast majority
	Around 60% of offenders re-offend and are returned to prison within a year.

Over-crowding limits work and education opportunities. 

Most expensive option at a cost of about £30,000 a year per prisoner. 


Alternatives to prison

	Restriction of Liberty Order (Electronic tagging)


	Restrict an individual’s movement. Used to ensure an offender is at home within certain times. 

Cheaper than prison. Offender remains with their family and can usually continue to work. 

Concern - some violent criminals are tagged instead of being in prison. 

	Community payback schemes

 (community service) 


	Makes the offender give something back into the community. A set amount of hours of unpaid work.  Projects include litter clearance, graffiti removal, repairing and redecorating community centres and environmental work such as maintaining public open spaces. Sometimes it can help provide a skill e.g. woodwork. Offenders usually work as part of a team, monitored by a supervisor. Allows them to remain at home and hold down a job. 

Concern - some people think that they are doing workers out of a job. 

	Fine
	A sum of money paid to the court. Used more in less serious offences e.g. first time speeding in a car is a £60 fine.

	Anti-Social Behaviour Order
	A restriction e.g. by prohibiting a return to a certain area or shop, or by restricting public behaviour like swearing or drinking. Designed for minor incidents and to avoid the cost of court cases. 


International Issues- The United States of America: a world power
	Culture- Much of the TV, music and films we listen to and watch are American. 

Most people would regard the USA as a powerful country. Some people would also regard it as the MOST powerful country globally. 


	Wealth - The USA's Gross Domestic Product (GDP – the total value of goods and services produced by a country) accounts for close to a quarter of the world total. The USA’s GDP currently stands at $16.8 trillion. Its military budget is thought to be almost as much as the rest of the world's defence spending put together.  A total of $598.5 billion is being spent on the military in 2015.



	Size - The USA is the fourth largest country in the world by geographical size (after Russia, Canada and China). The USA is also the third-largest country by population (after China and India). 


	Political - The USA has a lot of political power as in one of only five permanent members of the UN Security Council. This means it can veto any UN Security Council decision. The views of the USA, on any issue, are considered to be important. In 2013, the USA gave out $32.7 billion in foreign aid. The USA has the oldest working national constitution in the world. For many people, the USA is the most popular place to start a new life.




	Military Power
	Economic Power

	USA lead role in Iraq

USA lead role in Afghanistan (almost 4 times the number of troops compared to the other countries involved)

USA led role in Libya aerial bombing

USA use of Drones as part of war on terror

President Obama is aiming to send ground troops into Syria to fight against IS.
	Home of many multinational companies: MacDonalds, Coca-Cola, Levis, Ford, Microsoft. Apple made $41billion profit in 2012

Makes more money each year than any other country

Second largest exporter of goods to other countries.

In 2014, McDonalds generated $200 billion for the USA.


	Economic inequalities: Inequalities in wealth – Asians are top income group followed by white people. Black and Hispanic Americans have a lower income.

Unemployment – Asians have the lowest unemployment rate while Black people have the highest rate

Unemployment rate – 2014 – White 5.2%, Black 11.3%, Hispanic 7.4% and API 4.5%.

Social inequalities: Health care – 2010 18% had no health insurance but 25% of Blacks, 27% of Native American and 37% of Hispanics were without health insurance. 


	Why: Racism–impact of past discrimination/ongoing discrimination. 

Generally the lower the income the poorer the health/healthcare and the higher the crime rate.  

Health statistics – (Hispanic paradox) Hispanics have good health given their socioeconomic status. Hispanics have lower smoking rates, better diet and a better overall health. However, Hispanics are more prone to diabetes and chronic liver diseases. The health of Hispanic immigrants who have recently moved to the US tends to be better than the health of second and third-generation Hispanics who have been born and raised in the USA.
Asian work ethic, importance of family unit and value placed on education. 




	Government action
	Problems 

	 TANF Temporary Assistance for Needy Families

Cash assistance to some low-income families with children under the age of 18. This program aims to help people find work and to help them become economically independent.

Help to find work - child care, transport costs, mental health counselling or substance abuse treatment.  

TANF has helped create 250,000 new jobs being created.

This financial assistance can help pay for food, shelter, utilities and expenses, apart from medical expenses.
	Often insufficient to pay for housing –sometimes causing overcrowding or homelessness. 

Temporary – maximum of five years only. 

Severe penalties -

Physical and mental health conditions and low education levels create barriers for those receiving TANF. Other common barriers include domestic violence and limited English proficiency. Recipients with these barriers are less likely to secure employment than others. Recipients therefore this lose cash assistance because they did not comply with the programmes requirements (cycle of poverty that they cannot escape from).

	SNAP (Food Stamps)

The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program - financial assistance for food to low income groups. Can be used to buy ingredients for cooking, salads, deli items and health foods. Not allowed to buy alcohol or cigarettes. Government has a Healthy Initiative Pilot and may introduce this across the USA to promote healthy eating. 

All good must be prepackaged therefore, this financial assistance can not be used to purchase take out food or food from a café in a supermarket. The aims of this program is to ensure that families have enough money for food.

A new incentive was introduced recently that provided families with a higher cash assistance if they bought health foods. This was to promote healthy eating and nutrition. This therefore improves overall health.
	Currently people who get SNAP are allowed to buy snack foods (crisps), candy (sweets) and soda (fizzy drinks). This does not promote healthy eating.  People on SNAP often buy high sugar and high fat foods. They buy 40% more sugar-sweetened drinks than any other group. As food that is high in sugar and fat tends to be cheaper, those who have bigger families are more likely to buy unhealthy foods. Therefore increasing the risk of obesity and heart disease.

	Obamacare – proper name is Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA).

Every American is now legally required to get insurance, or face a fine. Less well-off will get help to pay their coverage. 

Set up insurance exchanges for those who do not have coverage provided by employers 

Tougher rules for insurers – making it harder for them to refuse to take on people with pre-existing conditions

Extended parental coverage to the age of 26 years
	Still being phased in so difficult to know what long term impact will be. 

Problems with usability and security of data on the insurance exchange websites. 

Many people opposed to the idea that the government should be able to fine people for not buying something (medical insurance). This aspect was challenged in the courts but has been allowed. 

Insurance companies are unhappy about the impact on their profits. 

In order to raise money to insure people, there are new taxes which are placed mostly on those who are high earners.




Rights and responsibilities of citizens (Political)
	Rights
	Responsibilities

	Freedom of speech – you can criticise the government without fear of arrest. 
	Not to be verbally abusive. Not to slander anyone especially in a public forum e.g. twitter.

	Freedom of religion – you can practice your own faith.
	Not to force anyone to follow your religion



	The right to vote – in presidential, congressional, state and local elections. 
	To use your right to vote on election day and to become informed as to the choices.



	The right to bear arms – you have a right to own a gun and to use it for self-defence (many people also use for sport/hunting).
	To store your weapons safety (away from any children) to use your weapons responsibility and safety.


	Participation (Elections)

	Vote – e.g. US mid-term 2014 Democrats lost to Republicans (Turnout is lower for mid-term elections)
	Join a political party e.g. Republicans or Democrats


	Canvass support e.g. Phone canvass for the Congressional elections.  



	Rallies e.g. to show support for your party or candidate – for Hillary Clinton in 2016


	Fundraisers e.g. for the TV ad campaigns (US elections are very expensive).
	Standing as a candidate e.g. Trump in 2016
	Join an interest group to put pressure on government bodies to make decisions. For example, the NRA who support the right to own guns.
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